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SQUIRREL FEST SUCCESS

Squirrel Fest was originally planned by
Northern Red Squirrels as a way of 'having a
party' and thanking all volunteers for their
incredible hard work and devotion. When
Lord and Lady Inglewood offered to donate the
Park at Hutton-in-the-Forest as a venue, the
event then evolved into a celebration of the Red
Squirrel.
The magic of
these adorable
creatures seemed
to be at work in
giving us a
fun festival in a
gorgeous  setting
where we could
meet old friends,
make new ones
and, as intended,
the volunteers
could finally give
themselves a 'pat
on the back' for
all the hard work done over the years. The
magnificent weather made the afternoon perfect
for the more than two hundred people who
attended.

Radio and TV personality Stuart Maconie
opened the proceedings before introducing the

other speakers, starting with fellow celebrity Eric
Robson in his role as chairman of Cumbria
Tourism. Joshua Perry talked about the work of
RSST and how they can help the volunteers and
then Bob Cartwright of the Lake District National
Park explained how the Authority hopes to 'get
involved' and possibly even use the Red Squirrel
as the Park logo. Robin Page, a vocal champion
of the cause, also provided support by hot footing
it from another engagement later in the afternoon.

We were entertained by BlueJam Cumbria with a
varied program of live music and by the antics of
Jukalo the Juggler, whilst the children enjoyed
activities provided by SOS and having their faces
painted by a hard-working volunteer. Deer 'n
Dexter served delicious BBQ food, although the
bad news was that the anticipated squirrel burgers
were not available - the good news was that we
could not find enough grey squirrels to fill them!
Some of the local groups, RSST, LDNPA and
SOS provided displays as did a local wildlife
photographer offering some stunning pictures.

RSST sponsored Squirrel Fest this year along with
a donation from Wildlife Ark Trust and insurance
provided by SOS. Next year we could maybe find
more sponsorship and turn it into a public event -
all the smiling faces at the end of the day seemed

to be saying that it could be possible........
By Jackie Foott, Photo Fun with Bob Cartwright, LDNP by S McNeil

RSST MAKING A DIFFERENCE

With the appointment of Craig Shuttleworth as the Red Squirrel Survival Trust’s new Operations Director, hopes are high
that changes for the better are on the cards. Recent talks with the Forestry Commission and Natural England have
resulted in an interim sum of £40,000 to be targeted directly at grey control in Northumberland and Cumbria.

A mapping objective is also underway and Local Groups will be consulted and asked to participate in the collection of accurate
data to inform the ‘way forward’. There is a big job to do, but with Prince Charles’ behind things then surely anything is possible.



News on the red squirrels in Grasmere

The great news is that the red squirrels are increasing
their territories from our three known areas Greenhead,
White Moss and Red Bank. Now 4 different reds have
been seen in Easedale, the first since a single one was
sighted in 2007. In June there were several sightings of
a red on the Riverside walk near the School and at the
Rectory right in the centre of the village. This summer
there have been sightings near the A591 at the Hollens
arch, Ghyll Foot, Helmside, Broadrayne Farm,
Scorecrag Cottages - all new areas for reds and in
many cases the first for 10 years! Of course lots of reds
were around in these areas before the greys arrived.

This year we had permission from the National Trust to
control greys in their woods - they obtained a Woodland
Improvement Grant from the Forestry Commission. We
targeted 2 woods in Easedale and cleared them of
greys starting in April. The woods were clearly a source
of grey population from which they used to expand into
other areas. By starting early in the year we prevented
the greys breeding. As there were hardly any greys in

Easedale by June, the reds have returned in force.
Hopefully we will just have the northerly migration of
greys to contend with in the future.

In the spring the reds had young in the usual areas of
Greenhead, White Moss and Red Bank. In August a
female was seen in lactation at Greenhead so hopefully
there is at least one second litter this summer. A
second litter is another sign of sufficient space/food to
support more reds in the valley as a whole, by some
moving out from a densely populated area to areas
vacated by greys.

Overall we have seen an increase in the number of
reds to at least 20 this year, up from 16 in 2008. They
seem to be healthy at the present time. Over the years
we have had several outbreaks of Squirrel Pox virus.
The last one was in August 2007. In February 2007 an
infected red was captured and successfully treated by a
vet. The animal could not be released into the wild but

lived in captivity until early 2009.
Stewart Sutcliffe, Grassmere RS

LUCKY LULU

Lulu squirrel was found at Winderwath near Penrith, and blown from her drey in high winds back in April of

this year. My partner Jerry Moss, Red Squirrel Ranger for Center Parcs
Whinfell Forest got a phone call about the kitten which was sat shivering
alone at the bottom of a tree. It was getting dark and the s g u i r matHer
never appeared to collect it so Jerry rescued the cold wet orphan and

brought it back home with him.

We named her after Save Our Squirrels patron, Robin Page®& wife Lulu, who
was due to pay a visit at our home with Robin. We thought it would be nice to
surprise them when they arrived and thankfully we got the young kitten out of
the danger zone before then by giving her lots of TLC. Like other orphans we

have helped, we fed her on lambs rearing milk through a tiny syringe. On their arrival Robin and Lulu were thrilled to
see the tiny red kitten and pleased that we had given her that name. Lulu Page fed Lulu four legs with Robin looking
on. Robin could not get over how soft her fur was and the couple could not stop smiling. Since the visit | have given
them both regular updates and they have enjoyed seeing her grow. They paid their last visit to her release pen when
they came over for the Squirrel Fest and Sheepdog Trials last month.

We have now released Lulu Squirrel back to the wild! Jerry and | chose
Sunday 4th October as it was a gorgeous, sunny and dry day. Coincidently it
was the first day of National Red Squirrel Week. | had such a struggle to
catch Lulu in her pen at home first! This was great really, as she had
developed a lot of wild instincts over that time. We had stopped going inside
the pen with her and we started putting food through the wire mesh or waiting
until she was in bed before sneaking it in. Local red squirrel volunteer and
fundraiser, Wendy Martin joined Jerry, Hagen and | for this memorable day.
We took Lulu the short drive into woodlands on Lowther Estate, where Jerry
had previously put out a couple of nest boxes, and where there are already
, lots of feeders and other nest boxes further down the woodland ride. We
regularly monitor that Certaln area and we are happy at the moment there are no greys on that patch!. Jerry kindly let
me do the honours and release Lulu Squirrel while he took video footage. Robin and Lulu Page were thrilled to hear
the news at their home in Cambridgeshire.

By Sarah McNeil, Penrith RS
Photos i 1. Alan and Lulu Page feeding Lulu Squirrel by Sarah 2. Sarah and Lulu Squirrel on release day by Hagen Moss



£10000 BOOST FOR MORPETHGS

A recent grant of £10,000 has been awarded to SOS to help red conservation in the Morpeth Area. It is hoped
that the much needed cash injection will build on the excellent work carried out over the past year by Morpeth Red
Squirrels who have removed over 70 grey squirrels and seen the return of reds to areas where they had disappeared
for more than two years. Letds hope this money bui

Show Time in the Allen Valley
Allen Valley Red Squirrels were fortunate to have a stall at each of three shows this summer and managed to do well
selling badges, fridge magnets, notelets, prints, postcards and fluffy toy squirrels. We even had some splendid wooden
feeders donated (including a free supply of nuts!). On the day of the Allendale Agricultural Show, £71 was taken, which
made up in part for the dreadful weather. At the Allendale Horticultural Show, £96 was taken and at the Allenheads
Show the following week, £68.85. So, well done to all of those helpers for their efforts and a big thank you to everyone
who bought some items or donated to red squirrel conservation.

We plan to attend further events leading up to Christmas and hope they will be equally successful.
By June Watts, Allen Valleys RS

News Report irom Formby and Southport Red Alert

Squirrels Survive at Sefton

After the devastating effect of the recent outbreak of squirrel pox in Sefton Coast Red Squirrel Refuge
there are signs that the few surviving red squirrels are fit and healthy. Some have even managed to raise a
family. There have been sighting of reds in areas where they have not been seen for many years.
Fortunately, there have been no reported cases of squirrel pox during 2009. There are now ample natural
food supplies for the remaining reds. So if we can manage to keep the dreaded greys at bay, then the
future for the Formby Red Squirrels is at least hopeful.

Last year, a successful Sponsored Walk was held which raised over £1,000, this year we are hoping to be

even more successful.
David Rawlins, Formby and Sefton RA

REVIEW OF RED SQUIRREL CONSERVATION ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN ENGLAND

In common with many from the two northern English
counties, | made my contribution to the Review. The
Report records 57 representatives, 17 organizations
and 2 estates making submissions. | thought at the
time that the Questionnaire and technique employed
was unnecessarily convoluted i and | still do! The
Report has appeared and meetings have taken place.

The Carlisle meeting proved to be the interface
between officialdom and the hands-on, practical
volunteers. There was some unanimity regarding
grey squirrel control, noting the observations made in
the Review, but there were no dissenters from this
primary task of pursuing greys as vigorously as we are
able. Beyond this however, were exposed the most
astonishing lapses in red squirrel conservation. Why,
for instance, do some still propound the belief that reds
should be protected in major conifer refuges supported
by buffer zones? Simple observations reveal that the
majority of our reds choose not to live in these

designated refuges; are they to be sacrificed for their
folly?

The Wildlife and Countryside Act, for the moment,
offers scant protection to our reds. Is the Act
inadequate? Is it being allowed to slumber? Is it
being manipulated? Does the Act lock horns often
enough in relation to planning and felling
applications? An illustration of the current grotesque
and illogical planning legislation was given by a
representative at the Carlisle meeting: he told us that
in a wood in his care, he has the most draconian
legislation bearing down on him regarding the bats in
residence but nothing of the kind for the red squirrels
sharing the same woodland. Palpably absurd! It
appears that for the foreseeable future our
beleaguered red squirrels must remain the buffeted

victims of bureaucracy and academia.
By Bernard Widdowson, Brampton RS

New Group in Hexham

Hexham Red Squirrel Group is making its mark in the Hexham area, with Carolyn at its helm. The group was set up in
the summer following a local NRS/SOS Talk. The volunteers have been spreading the word in the area to try and
combat the increasing populations of grey squirrels that have managed to establish themselves in the area for the past
few years. Their aim, ‘to bring back red squirrels to Hexham’, seems suddenly possible.



Road Kills on the increase

Northumberland has seen an increase of red squirrel road fatalities over the past year. As our roads get increasingly
more congested and drivers become more frustrated the poor red squirrel, who let’s face it, has not got a lot of road-
sense, has suffered.

Ponteland area, alone, has had over 18 red squirrel road-kills reported in 2009. This is dreadful news and is bound to have had a
drastic impact on the population. Other squirrel fatalities are being reported on a regular basis in areas all across the North-East.

‘Despite signs being in place, our reds continue to be run-over. Darras Hall and Ponteland are becoming much more urban as the
County Council continues to allow continuous and increased development on garden sites across the area. Our once peaceful and
rural Estate is now a constant building site as large garden and woodland areas are carved up to create more and more houses,’
reports Penny, Ponteland RS, ‘Ponteland’s green-spaces and wildlife corridors are being eroded and our roads are becoming a
grave-yard for not only red squirrels, but hedgehogs and many other species of British wildlife. Not only have the red squirrels got
the influx of grey squirrels to contend with, but also speeding drivers, who are often too busy to watch out for unsuspecting wildlife.

We can only appeal to motorists to drive at the speed limit and to keep their eyes open!’
By Sally Hardy, Ponteland RS

Bernar dés Bir ddrédvwse ¢
agile red visitors

Recently | decided to redesign the arrangements for feeding the
birds in the garden. The device has four components suspended
from a suitable oak. During the first day after setting it up, a
squirrel came down the trunk of the oak and peered across the
five-and-a-half-foot gap and decided, wisely, not to try a leap.

The next day it did make the leap demonstrating athleticism and

agility.
Bernard Widdowson, Brampton RS

Northumberland Report

As winter approaches and the summer’s young are dispersing we are getting more and more reports of grey squirrels
across the whole of Northumberland and it seems to be all hands on deck with most of the counties traps deployed!
Success at this time of year can be sporadic, but with persistence greedy greys do eventually succumb to temptation.
Whilst we are all chasing the autumn influx of greys, | am pleased to report a bumper year for reds, too. We have
received sightings of reds returning to areas where continued control has taken place and even had a distinct decrease
in the numbers of ‘pox’ reports this year. Hopefully, if the promised funding is used wisely, we will be able to push the

greys out of Northumberland and make it a stronghold for reds once again.
By Sally HardyNRS Northumberland

Adenovirus On Increase In Cumbria

More red squirrels have died as a result of adenovirus in Cumbria this year. It is thought to be a naturally occurring
virus in red squirrels. However, research is ongoing to find out more about the Adenovirus, its cause and its
interrelation, if any, to the Pox Virus. Screening of dead reds help with the research. If you find a dead red please
send it to Dr P Duff, VLA, Merrythought, Calthwaite, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 9RR. For full details see the SOS Fact
Sheet in the Squirrel Pox section of the NRS Website or visit the SOS website, Conservation Section.

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER TO ANYONE
INTERESTED IN RED CONSERVATION!

Thank you to ALL our contributors. Our next NRS Northern News will be out at the end January 2010
If you would like to contribute stories, information, events please send them to
Sally: email pontelandredsquirrels@yahoo.co.uk by 20™ January 2010
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